
AUSTIN
BRUSSELS
DALLAS
DENVER
HOUSTON
LONDON
LOS ANGELES
MOSCOW
NEW YORK
NORTHERN VIRGINIA
PHILADELPHIA
SAN ANTONIO
WASHINGTON, D.C.

AKIN, GUMP, STRAUSS, HAUER & FELD, L.L.P.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

ROBERT S. STRAUSS BUILDING
1333 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE, N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C.  20036
(202) 887-4000

FAX (202) 887-4288
www.akingump.com

DIRECT DIAL NUMBER (202) 887-4112
E-MAIL ADDRESS vslater@akingump.com

RIYADH (AFFILIATE)

PUBLIC VERSION

PUBLIC VERSION

January 15, 2002

Inv. No. 201-TA-73 (Remedy Phase)
Total Pages:  8 and 4 Attachments

Business proprietary information was
removed from the attached pages.

VIA FACSIMILE

Ms. Gloria Blue
Executive Secretary
Trade Policy Staff Committee
Office of the United States Trade Representative
600 17th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20508

Re: Certain Steel Products:  Additional Documentation for Purchasers’ Tin Mill
Product Exclusion Requests

Dear Ms. Blue:
On behalf of the Can Manufacturers’ Coalition (“CMC”), we hereby submit additional

supporting documentation for the confidential exclusion requests the CMC submitted to the

Trade Policy Staff Committee on November 13, 2001.  The revised public version of the CMC’s

request is contained in X-160-CMC-revised.PDF and X-160-CMC-revised1.PDF on USTR’s website.
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In particular, we provide additional documentation for exclusion request numbers 2-5 of the

CMC’s request.  These products include EOLE ends, EOLE tabstock, wide width D&I two-piece

food can stock, and single reduced tin free steel used for draw/redraw salmon cans. This

additional documentation is being provided based on discussions with  and requests  from

officials at the U.S. Department of Commerce.

Pursuant to 15 C.F.R. § 2003.6 and 66 Fed. Reg. 54321, 54323 (Oct. 26, 2001), we

hereby request that confidential treatment be accorded to the business proprietary information

contained in brackets in this submission.  This information is highly confidential business

information of one of CMC’s members, public disclosure of which would cause serious

competitive harm to each of the companies involved.  The bracketed information includes

extremely sensitive data and confidential company-specific information that is not available to

the general public.  The non-confidential version of this submission is clearly marked as such.

The non-confidential version does not contain summarization of business confidential

information, as the information is incapable of summary.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact the

undersigned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Valerie A. Slater

Valerie A. Slater, Esq.
S. Bruce Wilson, Esq.
Wendy E. Kamenshine, Esq.

AKIN, GUMP, STRAUSS, HAUER&
FELD, LLP

Counsel to the Can Manufacturers’
Coalition



BEFORE THE
OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES  TRADE REPRESENTATIVE

___________________________
      )

In the Matter of:       )
      )

Section 201 Investigation       )
of Certain Steel Imports       )
___________________________)

AFFIDAVIT OF SCOTT BEDNARCIK

Scott Bednarcik, being first duly sworn, hereby states as follows:

1. I am the Director of Metals Procurement for Crown Cork and Seal, Co., Inc. (“Crown”), a

major purchaser of tin mill products.  I have held this position since April 2000 and have

been involved in the can industry for 14 years.  I am responsible for all of Crown’s purchases

of tin mill products. I provide this affidavit to supply the Trade Policy Staff Committee

(TPSC) with documentation further supporting the information previously provided in

Crown’s exclusion requests.  Crown submitted the confidential version of its exclusion

requests as part of the Can Manufacturers’ Coalition’s November 13, 2001 submission to the

TPSC.
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2. Crown is one of the largest purchasers of tin mill products in the United States. We use tin

mill products at our over 20 establishments throughout the United States which produce

various types of steel containers, including food cans, aerosol cans, closures and “crowns”

(i.e., bottle caps).  As described in all of the Can Manufacturers’ Coalition’s submissions to

the International Trade Commission and to USTR, approximately [****] of Crown’s tin mill

supplies for its U.S. operations are sourced from U.S. tin mill producers.  Therefore, Crown’s

exclusion requests are solely for products that it cannot currently or in the immediate future

obtain from domestic producers.  Furthermore, where possible, Crown is working closely

with domestic producers to qualify them for these products, as Crown would prefer to source

these products from domestic suppliers.

3. Can Manufacturers’ Coalition Exclusion Request Number 2, X-160-CMC-revised.pdf,

EOLE Endstock: The endstock for “Easy Opening, Low Energy” (EOLE) cans are the pull

top end-units with tabs that are currently being used for such products as vegetables, meat,

soups, and pet food cans.  There is no U.S. produced substitute for Crown’s EOLE ends, as it

is a new product with particular metallurgical and chemical properties.  Crown’s EOLE ends

require steel with a combination of extra-clean quality and certain unique physical properties

that the U.S. mills currently cannot supply. As with all of its products, Crown would like for

the domestic producers to supply this product, but presently and in the foreseeable future, the

EOLE ends are not available domestically.  Crown requires  [*************************

*****************************************************].

4. EOLE ends are manufactured by [***********************************************

***************************************************************************
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***************************************************************************

***************************************************************************

************************************************************************

*************************************************************************

**************************************************************************

***************************************************************]

5. Crown has not been able to qualify any domestic tin mill supplier for the material required

for EOLE ends. In mid-2000, Crown [**************************************

**************************************************************************

**************************************************************************

***********************************************************************

************************************************************************—

***************************************************************************

*************************************************************************

***************************************************************************

*************************************************************************

**************************************************************************

***************************************************************************

***************************************************************************

*************************************************]

6. As a result of these unsuccessful trials, Crown concluded that domestic mills [************

**************************************] for their EOLE endstock to be able to satisfy
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Crown’s requirements.  Of the domestic producers, only [**************************

***************************************************************************

***************************************************************************

***************************************************************************

***************************************************************************

**************************************************************************

**************************************************************************

**************************************************]

7. Crown provided [************************************************************

***********************************************************************

************************************************************************

************************************************************************

******************************************************] with Crown.  However,

it is uncertain whether these coils will qualify.  In addition, even if the coils that are about to

be tested are sufficient, full qualification would normally take an additional one to two years.

Crown hopes the domestic producers currently attempting qualification will succeed, but has

no guarantees.  Failure to qualify the EOLE endstock in the United States will require Crown

to continue importing ends [***********] to meet current customer requirements.

8. Can Manufacturers’ Coalition Exclusion Request Number 3, X-160-CMC-revised.pdf,

EOLE Tabstock: EOLE tabs are the pull-tabs that are attached to Crown’s EOLE ends.

Crown’s Massillon, Ohio plant uses 0.30mm double reduced galvanized and coil laquered

tabstock.  The tabstock requires an electrolytic zinc coating to give galvanic protection to the



5

cut edge and to prevent rusting during food processing.  No U.S. produced substitute exists

for the EOLE tabstock and Crown requires [***********************] of this product.  In

fact, for the [**************************************************************]

for production of the EOLE tabstock.

9. Crown held discussions with [************************************************

********************] of the EOLE tabstock.  However, [****************

***********************************************************] Crown requires.

Furthermore, [***********************************************************

***************************************************************]  As shown in

Attachment 2, Crown began using [***********************************

************************************************************************

***************************************************************************

***************************************************************************

**************************************************************************

***********************************************************************

**************************************************************************

***********************************************] for the EOLE tabstock, but there

is no certainty as to when this product would be [*********************************

**********************************************************]  None of the other

domestic producers offer zinc coated tabstock.

10. Can Manufacturers’ Coalition Exclusion Request Number 4, X-160-CMC-revised.pdf, Wide

Width Drawn & Ironed (“D&I”) Two-Piece Can Stock:  [************************
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***************************************************************************

****************************************************]  Crown is required to

import wide width product because the domestic mills are not capable of producing this

product.  On Crown’s product lines, [*********************************************

**************************************************************************

***************************************************************************

************************************************************]  In Crown’s

November 13, 2001 submission to USTR, Crown requested an exclusion for widths greater

than 37 inches wide, because no domestic supplier is currently able to supply the D&I

material that Crown requires in widths greater than 37 inches.  Crown’s requirements,

however, are for wide width product that begins at 42 inches and above.

11. The most recent product limit guides that Crown has received from the domestic tin mill

producers clearly demonstrate that no domestic producer is offering the wide width product

that Crown requires.  For Bethlehem, for “1CRETP- Single Reduced Electrolytic Tin Plate,”

the maximum width it can provide for a base weight of 95 to 135 inclusive, with a nominal

thickness of .0105 to .0149 inclusive and a type T4-CA temper, as Crown requires for its

D&I two-piece cans, is 37 inches.  See Attachment 3.  This same information is reflected on

Bethlehem’s website as of January 11, 2002.  See

http://www.bethsteel.com/customers/prod_tin.shtml (copy at Attachment 3).  For other

domestic producers, the maximum widths are as follows:  U.S. Steel – 36.5 inches, USS

Posco – 36.375, Weirton Steel – 37.25, and National Steel – 37.5.  See Attachment 3

providing specification limits from each of the domestic producers, including  for
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completeness, a product limit guide from LTV for the Indiana Harbor mill, which shows a

maximum width of 37 inches.  As shown in Attachment 3, Crown understands that in a joint

venture with Wheeling Pittsburgh, Ohio Coatings Company is now capable of a maximum of

a 40 inch coil in Yorkville, Ohio, [*********************************************

**********************************************************************

***************************************************************************

*****************************************] a maximum of 40 inches does not satisfy

the “wide width” product that Crown requires.

12. Can Manufacturers’ Coalition Exclusion Request Number 5, X-160-CMC-revised.pdf,

Draw/Redraw for Salmon Cans: In 1992, [******************************** *****

************************************************************************

************************************************************************

***************************************************************************

***************************************************************************

***************************************************************************

**************************************************************

***************************************************************************

*********************************************************************

**************************]

13. Crown is currently in the process of [********************************************

***************************************************************************

***************************************************************************
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***************************************************************************

****] could qualify with Crown, Crown must then qualify the product with its customer.

Salmon is only canned for a short period in the summer each year.  Therefore, at best, Crown

would not be able to [*****************************

***************************************************************************

*********************************************************************

************************************************************************]

Therefore, for the foreseeable future, Crown’s only option is to source this product from

foreign suppliers.

/s/ Scott Bednarcik_____________
Scott Bednarcik

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA )
)  ss.
)

Subscribed and sworn to before me this _____ day of January 2002.

______________________________
Notary Public

My commission expires:  ________________














































